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LIVESTOCK IN INDIA

Pranath Nanda
Animal Husbandry Comr
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[Eummary: India has a total of 262 million head of livestock und
tena of millions of poultry. Progress in the livestock industry is
hampered both by the aumbers involved and the substandard practices
of farm communities.

Hides und leather play an important role in the Indian econcmy in
terms of domestic and foreign trade. Large-scale efforts, however,
are yet to be taken in this respect.

The livestock industry faces tour pressing needs to 1lift it from
its present bvackwardness: better breeds, adequate nutrition, disease
coutrol, and govermment assistance,

As far as figures are concernmed, India has more livestock than any other
country ir the world. There are approximately 136 willion hemd of cattle and
about 4O million head of buffalo in India, which constitutes about one fourth
of the total livestock count of the world. Tn addition, there are 37 million
head of sheep, 46 million goats, and 3 million other animels such ag horees,
donkeys, muies, etc. Furthermore, there are tens of millions of poultry.

Tne livestock problem is considerabdle, even in terms of sheer numbers. The
problem increases in extent and complexity in considering the variety of out-
moded practices and beliefs about animal husbandry which prevail in every part
of the country.

In convrasv to livestock owners of other lands, the average Indian farmer,
besides being poor and illiterete, probably owns only 2 head of cattle. Sta-
tistics, however, show that transaztions in livestock reach L billion rupees
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each year. Their effects om India's domestic and foreign trade, in terms of } B
the actual value of labor and products derived, are tremendous. India stands =
first in the world market as an exporter of hides and leather. India is also ",
an exporter of high-quality woolen ruge. Domeetic trade figures are ueager, H%
but it has been noted that about 1,021 fairs are held annually throughout In- \i
dia, and 11,000 animals, on the average, are bought and sold during each fair. .
Approximately 272,000 head of cattle, between 2 and 5 million meunds [She maund ye
varies from 25 to 82 pounds in various parts of Indig7 of dones, 3 million ‘H
maunds of akin and hides, 600,000 maunds of leather, and more than 700,000 [}
maunds of ghee ZEiarificd butte£7 are transported over rail and waterways for

Interstate commerce. No figures are available for the quantity of goolds car-

rled on roads and highways, but it is also thought to be large. =

The proper methcd of ralsing cattle 15 an important part in iuproving the
standards of the livestock industry in India. There are any number of factors
in this connection, but the most pressing requiremeuts at present include
breeding facilities, adequate food supply, disease control, and government asz-
sistance;

One of the most pressing needs of the Ind:an livestock industry todey is
the problem of providing vetter breeding facilities to improve the strain of
cattle. The adoption of scientific methods of oreeding will develop a high-
quality, digeaze-resistant type of cattle 1ir this countrv. ILivestaeck farmera
nr2d 2 lar el pumler of pedigree or nign-grade bulle, siace only one bull i1s
avallable where 250 of them are required at preseat. In mumercus areas of the
country, the bulls are small and practically sterile,

Thé problen of obtaining an adequate supply of fced for livestock 13 also
prefsing  The totel amount of feed availatle in the country is enocugh for only
half the number of animals. Most of the grag: that grows in the forest duzing
the monscons is not utilized.

The zatter or disease control 1s another important requiremernt.. ILivestock
diseases are rumpant because the fermers have not cooperated in maintairing zan-
ltary measures on their farms. They usvally obJect to sanitation adyvice and
frequently clajm that the time to act is when 4 disease has been dJdetected.
Farmers throughout India lose about 300,000 head of cattle eash year as & re-
sult of their igworance in combat ing these 1nfecticus discases.

A number of the present 11l¢ of the livestock industry could de eased Dy
govermment ascistance. Article L8 of the Indian Comstitution provides that the
several states shall establish modern and scientific methods of agriculture and
animal husbandry and shall take specilal rrecauntions against unnecesaary slaugh-
ter of calves, milk cows, draft ‘animals, etc., from the stundpoint of the con-
servation of stronger breeds.

The departments of animal husbandry in the various states, in accordance
with thg pcovisions of one Constituion, maintain a competent ctafrs of experis
who are endeavoring to foster enlightened practices and c~ooperation on the vil-
inge ievel. These departments have established state centers to provide infor-
metion on breeding cattle and compating infectiouas diseasex. They also 3poneor,
frequent faire¢ and exhibitions to increase the reorle's knowledge of current
advances in the livestock 1ndustry.

The tentral government also maintains research zenters to improve the
auality of llvestock 1in India. The Tndian Veterinary Research Institute 15 the
largest agency conducting investigatiors on artificial insemination, feed, ard
diseases of livestnck. It alszo has a rescarch section dealing with the poultry
industry. The Indian Dairy Research Institute in Bangalore handles provlems of
the deiry industry. The Indian Council of Agricultural Research coordinates
research bpetween the research vodies of the ~entral government and of the sev-
eral states.
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These various research agencies ere doing a remarkable job of introduc-
ing modexn methods to the farmers of India. It 4s also true, however, that ..
they cannot competently fulfill all of the requirements of the industry, be- T
cauge it has also been demonctrated that there are vast differences in the con- A
ditions which exist on the village level as eompa.red with the ideal conditious
of the experimenial farms.

The Indian Ceuncil of Agricultural Research has, therefore, devieec‘a the
Key Village:, Scheme for the bepefit of the Indian farmer. Under this system,
one dbull per 500 head of cattle is matutained for breeding purposes at a cen- ) 24
trally designated village. The government also extends financial assistance i N
to farmers to encourage them to form village cooperutives. In this way, the R
government hopes ta secure for the vililagers cattle which will cogpare favor- i
ably with those of the state farme, through proper imstructions in breed se- O
lection, taking a count of cattle, calculating milk production, estimating the !
availability of fodder, branding, etc.

A group of ten villages neaxr Delhi have been organized under this scheme.




